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Matthew  XXII.  1—10. 

'"■And  Jesus  answered,  and  spake  unto  them  again  hy  parables-, 
und  said.  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  liice  unto  a  certain  king\ 
which  made  a  marriage  for  his  son,  and  sent  forth  his  servants 
to  call  them  that  loere  bidden  to  the  loedding :  and  they  ivoiild 
not  come.  Again,  he  sent  forth  other  servants,  saying.  Tell 
them  lohich  are  bidden.  Behold,  I  have  prepared  my  dinner  ; 
my  oxen  and  my  failings  are  killed,  and  all  things  are  ready : 
come  unto  the  marriage.  Bui  they  made  light  of  it,  and  loeni 
their  loays,  one  to  his  farm,  another  to  his  merchandize :  and 
the  remnant  took  his  servants,  and  entreated  them  spitefully, 
and  slew  them.  But  when  the  king  heard  thereof,  he  loas 
loroth  ■:  and  he  s^nt  forth  his  armies,  and  destroyed  those 
murderers,  and  burned  up  their  city.  Then  saith  he  to  his 
servants.  The  icedding  is  ready,  but  they  which  loere  bidden 
were  not  ivorthy.  Go  ye  therefore  into  the  highioays,  and 
as  many  as  ye  shall  find  bid  to  the  marriage.  So  those 
servants  loent  into  the  highways,  and  gathered  together  all,  as 
many  as  they  found,  both  had  and  good :  and  the  loedding 
ivas  furnished  ivith  guests  ". 


At  the  close  of  the  foregoing  chapter^  verse  45,  we 
read  that  the  chief  Priests  and  Pharisees,  on  hearing  our 
Lord's  parables,  the  two  last  delivered  by  him  par- 
ticularly, ^'perceived  that  he  spake  of  them".  They  could 
only  arrive  at  that  conclusion  by  perceiving  in  them- 
selves the  particular  disposition  of  mind  against  which 


the  reproofs  conveyed  by  %s  parables  were  directed. 
Hence  we  are  led  to  conclude  that  wherever  the 
same  disposition  of  mind  with  regard  to  Christ  and 
his  gospel  exists,  whether  it  be  in  Jew,  Gentile,  or 
professing  Christian,  there  the  parable  in  which  such  a 
disposition  is  represented  and  reproved  maybe  properly 
applied,  in  the  hope  of  its  becoming,  by  the  blessing  of 
God,  "profit  able  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correction, 
for  instruction  in  righteousness".  The  parable  now 
before  us  is  one  of  the  most  plain  and  easy  of  in- 
terpretation of  all  that  were  delivered  by  our  Saviour. 
The  instruction  contained  in  it  can  hardlyfail  of  becoming 
apparent  to  any  attentive  hearer  or  reader  of  it.  In 
representing  the  rejection  of  the  gospel  by  the  Jews,  it 
represents,  at  the  same  time,  the  disregard  and  neglect 
with  which  the  invitations  of  the  same  gospel  are  too 
commonly  treated  by  those  who  profess  and  call  them- 
selves christians.  The  parable  describes  a  specific  dis- 
position of  mind  with  regard  to  the  benefits  and  blessings 
of  our  redemption  by  Jesus  Christ;  a  disposition  to  treat 
these  things  of  our  everlasting  peace  as  if  they  were 
matters  of  trifling  importance,  and  might  be  neglected 
without  serious  consequences. 

With  a  view  to  draw  from  this  parable  the  religious 
instruction  comprised  in  it,  our  object  will  be  to  consider 
how  far  the  imputation  of  neglecting  the  gospel  which  it 
conveys  is  applicable  to  any  amongst  ourselves. 

It  will  be  found  to  represent  to  us,  in  appropriate 
similitudes, — 

I.  The  blessings  of  the  Gospel. 

II,  The  invitation  given  us  to  partake  of  those 
blessings. 
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III.  The  contemptuous  refusal  of  this  invitation 
by  many,  not  to  say  most,  of  those  to  whom  it 
is  addressed. 

IV.  The  consequences  of  this  refusal. 

I.  We  have  in  this  parable  a  representation  of  the 
blessings  of  the  Gospel.  They  are  described  under  the 
emblem  of  a  sumptuous .  entertainment,  given  by  a 
certain  king  on  the  occasion  of  the  marriage  of  his  son. 
This  emblem  of  a  feast  or  banquet  is  very  commonly 
employed  in  the  scriptures  to  denote  the  abundance  and 
excellency  of  spiritual  blessings  prepared  by  God  for  all 
who  are  willing  to  partake  of  them.  To  this  purpose  is 
that  remarkable  prediction  relating  to  the  Gospel  dis- 
pensation,— Isaiah  xxv.  6.  "  In  this  mountain  shall  the 
Lord  of  hosts  make  unto  all  people  a  feast  of  fat  things, 
a  feast  of  wines  on  the  lees,  of  fat  things  full  of  marrow, 
of  wines  on  the  lees  well  refined".  To  the  same  effect 
is  the  prophetic  invitation,  Isaiah  Iv.  1,  2.  "Ho,  every 
one  that  thirtieth,  come  ye  to  the  waters,  and  he  that 
hath  no  money  ;  come  ye,  buy,  and  eat ;  yea,  come,  buy 
ivine  and  inilk  without  money  and  without  price.  Where- 
fore do  ye  spend  money  for  that  which  is  not  bread?  and 
your  labour  for  that  which  saiisfieth  not  ?  hearken 
diligently  unto  me,  and  eat  ye  that  which  is  good,  and 
let  your  soul  delight  itself  in  fatness".  So  again,  Prov.  ix, 
1,  &C.5  Wisdom  is  represented  as  preparing  her  choice 
food  and  inviting  her  guests,  in  figurative  language  the 
very  counterpart  of  that  which  our  Lord  employs  in 
the  text. — "  Wisdom  hath  builded  her  house,  she  hath 
heivn  out  her  seven  pillars  :  she  hath  killed  her  beasts ; 
she  hath  mingled  her  wine;  she  hath  also  furnished  her 
table.  She  hath  sent  forth  her  maidens ;  she  crieth  upow. 


ihe  highest  places  of  the  city,  Whoso  is  simple,  let  him  turn 
in  hither;  as  for  him  that  wanteth  understanding,  she 
saith  to  him.  Come,  eat  of  my  bread,  and  drink  of  the 
wine  which  I  have  mingled".  The  impression  conveyed 
by  this  simiUtude  of  a  feast,  as  a  suitable  one  for  the 
spiritual  blessings  of  the  gospel,  is  that  those  blessings 
are  suited  to  the  nature,  and  capacities,  and  wants  of 
the  soul.  The  blessings  of  the  gospel  are,  to  the  soul, 
what  a  feast  of  excellent  food  is  to  the  body.  As  the 
body  has  its  appetites,  so  the  soul  has  its  desires.  As 
the  body  has  its  animal  life,  its  members,  and  senses, 
and  active  powers,  requiring  food  for  their  support ;  and 
its  animal  propensities,  craving  for  their  respective 
gratifications ;  even  so  the  soul  has  its  capacities,  and 
faculties,  and  affections,  requiring  spiritual  nourishment 
and  spiritual  gratifications.  Again,  From  the  use  of 
this  similitude  of  a  feast,  to  describe  the  spiritual 
blessings  of  the  gospel,  we  may  remark,  further,  that, 
as  the  provision  usually  made  at  a  feast  or  banquet  is 
such  as  to  afford  not  only  necessary  food,  but  such 
food  as  may  serve  for  an  indulgence  of  the  appetite 
and  the  senses  of  the  body,  and  to  exhilirate,  as  well 
as  support,  the  animal  spirits ;  even  so  the  blessings 
of  the  gospel  are  such  as  not  only  to  supply  the 
necessary  wants,  but  to  satisfy  the  most  elevated 
desires  and  expectations  of  the  soul,  and  fill  it  with 
heavenly  peace  and  joy. 

Now,  in  order  to  see  how  completely  the  spiritual 
blessings  offered  in  the  gospel  answer  to  this  description, 
let  us  consider,  very  briefly  and  concisely,  what  they  are. 
The  pardon  of  sin  and  absolution  from  guilt,  through  the 
atoning  blood  of  Jesus  Christ;  peace  and  acceptance, 
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and  conimanion  with  God;  the  knowledge  of  God  in  all 
his  perfections,  as  they  are  manifested  in  the  person  of 
his  Son;  an  enjoyment  of  his  favor;  the  enlightening, 
renewing;  svipporting,  consoling  influences  of  the  Holy 
Spirit;  the  gift  of  eternal  life  in  Christ  Jesus,  as  a  present 
possession  (1  John  v.  1 1 — 13) ;  the  bright  hope  and  pros- 
pect of  immortality  and  glory  in  the  world  to  come:  these 
are  the  blessings  offered  to  us  in  the  Gospel.  Surely  these 
blessings  may  well  be  compared  to  a  feast.  When  once 
we  are  awake  to,  and  properly  conscious  of,  our  spiritual 
wants,  and  perceive,  in  some  degree,  wherein  our 
proper  happiness  consists  ;  when  once  we  have  learnt 
to  regard  ourselves,  agreeably  to  our  real  being  and 
destiny,  not  merely  as  inhabitants  of  this  wicked  and 
miserable  world,  or  as  members  of  civil  society,  but  as 
immortal  creatures,  capable  of  a  divine  and  heavenly 
blessedness,  and  who  can,  therefore,  never  be  content 
with  any  inferior  blessedness ;  then  we  shall  regard  the 
blessings  proposed  for  our  enjoyment  in  the  Gospel  as 
of  inestimable  value,  and  essential  to  our  life  and 
happiness  in  this  world,  as  well  as  in  that  which  is  to 
come.  It  is  true  these  blessings,  like  the  marriage 
feast  prepared  by  the  king  in  the  parable,  are  despised, 
"  made  light  q/"",  by  many,  not  to  say  most,  of  those 
who  are  invited  to  partake  of  them.  But  they  are  not, 
on  that  account,  the  less  needful,  or  less  valuable.  It 
is  no  disparagement  to  a  sumptuous  banquet  that  a  sick 
man  should  turn  away  from  it  with  feelings  of  disgust. 
Alas !  it  is  the  sickness  of  the  mind,  it  is  the  mortal 
disease  of  sin  in  the  soul,  that  destroys  its  appetite  for 
the  spiritual  blessings  of  the  Gospel,  and  the  heavenly 
joys  prepared  by  God  for  them  that  love  him.    And,  of 


this  disease,  unless  it  be  cured  by  Christ,  our  spiritual 
physician,  the  soul  must  as  inevitably  perish  ever- 
lastingly, as  the  body  must  become  the  prey  of  death 
under  a  disorder  which  renders  it  incapable  of  receiving 
its  necessary  food. 

Such,  then,  are  the  blessings  of  the  Gospel.  They  are 
spiritual  blessings,  suited  to  the  nature,  and  necessities, 
and  capacities  of  the  soul,  as  a  spiritual  being.  They 
are  everlasting,  incorruptible  blessings,  suited  to  the 
nature,  necessities,  and  capacities  of  the  soul,  as  an 
immortal  being.  They  are  covenant  blessings,  arising 
from  the  mercies  of  God  in  Christ,  and  thus  adapting 
themselves  to  the  peculiar  condition  and  necessities  of 
the  soul,  as  it  is  a  fallen  creature,  alienated  from  God, 
guilty,  depraved,  and  ruined,  in  every  respect,  by  sin. 
Without  these  blessings,  the  soul  mus.t  perish,  be  lost, 
as  to  its  proper  happiness,  and  miserable  for  ever. 
The  possession  and  enjoyment  of  these  blessings  is  that 
which  constitutes  its  proper  life,  and  health,  and  felicity, 
both  in  this  world  and  the  next. 

II.  The  next  similitude  to  be  considered  in  the 
parable  is  "  the  invitation  of  the  guests  to  the  marriage 
feast ";  representing  the  general  invitation  published  to 
all  mankind,  to  partake  of  the  mercies  of  God  in  Christ. 
To  all,  without  exception  or  limitation  of  any  kind,  is 
this  invitation  proclaimed.  Let  who  may  refuse  these 
mercies,  they  will  not  be  refused  to  any  who  desire  a 
share  of  them.  Observe,  in  verses  7j  8,  9,  how 
the  king  is  described  as  greatly  displeased  and  dis- 
appointed by  the  refusal  given  to  his  gracious  message 
by  those  who  were,  in  the  first  instance,  bidden  to  the 
wedding ;    and  then  commanding  that  it  should  be  ex- 


tended  to  as  many  as  could  be  found  to  listen  favorably 
to  it,  "  as  many  as  ye  shall  find  bid  to  the  marriage  '\ 
Precisely  to  the  same  effect,  and  exactly  in  agreement 
with  this  similitude  in  the  parable,  was  the  commission, 
given  to  the  Apostles  by  our  Saviour ; — "  Go  ye  into  all 
the  world,  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature'^. 
"  Go,  and  teach  all  nations,  baptising  them  in  the  name 
of  the  Father,  and  oj  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost  '\ 
And,  again,  ''  The  Spirit  and  the  bride  say,  Come;  and 
let  him  that  heareth  say,  Come ;  and  let  him  that  is 
athirst  come;  and  whosoever  will,  let  Mm  take  the  wafer 
of  life  freely  " ,  Mark  xvi,  15.  Matthew  xxviii,  19^ 
Rev.  xxii,  17.  In  St.  Luke's  version  of  the  parable, 
the  order  given  by  the  king  to  his  messengers  is,  "  Go 
out  into  the  highways  and  hedges,  and  compel  them  to 
come  in,  that  my  house  may  be  filled".  Luke  xiv,  23. 
The  provision  of  mercy  and  grace,  exhibited  in  the 
Gospel,  is  abundantly  sufficient  for  all ;  the  price  paid 
for  the  redemption  of  the  world  was  a  price  of  in- 
estimable value ;  the  atonement  of  Christ  is  infinitely 
satisfactory,  as  a  propitiation  for  the  sins  of  the  whole 
world ;  the  riches  of  divine  grace  in  Christ  are  un- 
searchable and  inexhaustible ;  in  the  heavenly  mansions 
of  bliss  there  is  "room  enough"  for  all,  "and  to  spare" t, 
All,  therefore,  without  exception  or  limitation  of  any 
kind,  are  invited,  and  solicited  to  partake  of  the 
blessings  of  the  Gospel. — But  all,  alas  !  do  not  partake 
of  them. — So  far  from  it,  the  greater  number,  by  far,  of 
those  to  whose  acceptance  and  enjoyment  they  are 
offered,  "make  light  of"  the  message  addressed  to  them 
from  the  heavenly  king.  They  neither  respect  hismajestyj, 
nor  desire  his  favor.     They  have  no  inclination  for  the 
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spiritual  feast  of  good  things  which,  he  has  prepared  for 
their  enjoyment.  They  do  not  feel  their  need  either  of 
sovereign  mercy  to  pardon  them,  or  of  the  blood  of 
Christ  to  cleanse  them  in  their  consciences  from  the 
guilt,  and  in  their  hearts,  from  the  love  of  sin  ;  or  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  enlighten,  renew,  and  sanctify  them. 
They  have  no  desire  for  communion  with  God,  and  with 
his  peculiar  people ;  no  taste  for  the  pleasures  of 
religion^,  or  for  any  of  the  substantial  joys  and  conso- 
lations which  arise  from  an  engagement  of  the  affections 
with  things  in  Heaven.  No  sentiments  have  they  in 
harmony  with  those  of  the  Psalmist  and  others  of  old, — - 
"  My  soul  shall  be  satisfied  as  with  marrow  and  fatness; 
and  my  mouth  shall  praise  thee  with  joyful  lips ;  When  I 
remember  thee  upon  my  bed,  and  meditate  on  thee  in  the 
night  ivatches^\  "  Thy  words  were  found,  and  I  did  eat 
them ;  and  thy  word  ivas  unto  me  the  joy  and  rejoicing 
of  my  heart".  "I  have  esteemed  the  words  of  his  mouth 
more  than  my  necessary  food" .  Ps.  Ixiii,  5.  Jer.  xv,  16. 
Job  xxiii,  12. 

Here,  then,  an  important  consideration  suggests  itself. 
It  relates  to  the  disposition  of  mind  requisite,  in  order 
to  our  partaking  of  the  blessings  offered  to  us  in  the 
Gospel.  In  order  to  partake,  with  satisfaction,  or  with 
any  beneficial  effect,  of  the  food  set  before  us  at  a 
feast, — we  must  have  afi  appetite  for  it.  Even  so,  in 
order  to  our  partaking  effectually  and  beneficially  of 
the  blessings  of  the  Gospel,  there  must  first  be  in  us 
a  predisposition  of  mind  for  them.  We  must  have  such 
a  sense  of  their  value,  and  our  need  of  them,  and  their 
suitableness  to  our  spiritual  wants,  as  shall  excite  in  us 
0,  longing  desire  for  them: — "Blessed  are  they  which  do 
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hunger  and  thirst  after  righteousness :  for  they  shall  be 
filled''.  "My  soul  fainteth  for  thy  salvation",  saith  the 
Psalmist,  ''  Mine  eyes  fail  for  thy  ivord,  saying,  When 
wilt  thou  comfort  me?'''  " Behold,  I  have  longed  after 
thy  precepts ;  quicken  me  in  thy  righteousness".  Matth. 
V,  6.  Ps.  cxix,  81,  82j  40.  It  is,  doubtless,  an  unspeak- 
able mercy  to  have  the  blessings  of  the  Gospel  proposed 
to  our  acceptance;  and  the  invitation  to  partake  of  them, 
on  being  explained  and  commended  to  us,  is  calculated 
to  awaken  a  desire  for  the  benefits  to  which  it  relates. 
But,  in  order  to  our  really  obtaining  a  part  and  lot  in 
these  blessings,  there  must  be  in  us  a  decided  propensity 
and  inclination  of  mind  for  them.  We  must  be  suitably 
affected  with  a  penitent  sense  of  our  need  of  forgiveness: 
we  must  feel,  as  well  as  confess,  ourselves  to  be  miserable 
sinners  :  we  must  feel  our  need  of  the  renewing  grace  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  as  a  cure  for  our  natural  depravity :  our 
natural  defection  and  alienation  from  God  must  be 
sensibly  felt  and  suitably  deplored  as  our  greatest  un- 
happiness  :  His  favor,  and  peace,  and  presence,  must 
be  our  primary  objects  of  solicitude.  In  short,  foras- 
much as  the  blessings  offered  to  us  in  the  Gospel  are 
properly,  and  purely,  and  in  the  highest  degree,  objects 
of  affection,  calling  forth,  into  lively  exercise,  the  fear 
of  losing  them  j  the  hope  and  desire  of  attaining  them ; 
joy  in  apprehending  them  as  attainable  ;  grief  in  con- 
sideration of  our  unworthiness  of  them  ;  love  to  Him 
who  suffered  and  died  to  procure  them  for  us  :  Hence  it 
will  follow  that,  before  we  can  be  in  a  state  of  mind  to 
enjoy  the  blessings  in  question,  or  even  cordially  accept 
of  the  invitation  to  enjoy  them,  our  affections  of  fear, 
^nd  hope,  and  desire,  and  the  like,  must  be  awakened 
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up  into  exercise,  and  earnestly  engaged  in  quest  of  them. 
It  is  for  want  of  this  disposition  of  mind,  with  regard  to 
the  blessings  of  the  Gospel,  that  the  invitation  to 
partake  of  them  is,  by  so  many  of  those  to  whom  it  is 
addressed,  "  made  light  of".  It  is  for  want  of  this 
preparation  of  heart  that,  out  of  the  '*  many  that  are 
called",  so  "few  are  chosen  ".  Hence  we  proceed  to 
the  third  simihtude  in  the  parable,  namely, — 

III.  TJiat  which  represents  the  contempt  or  neglect 
with  which  the  Gospel  invitation  is  generally  treated. — 
By  many,  not  to  say  most,  of  those  to  whom  it  is 
addressed  it  is  "made  light  of".  To  make  light  of  any 
thing  is  to  regard  it  as  unworthy  of  serious  attention,  as 
a  thing  in  which  we  have  no  particular  interest,  from 
which  we  expect  no  particular  advantage,  and  about 
which  we  need  give  ourselves  no  particular  concern  or 
anxiety.  To  make  light  of  a  thing  is  to  regard  it  as  trivial, 
insignificant,  or  even  contemptible.  When  Lot  advised 
his  kinsfolk  to  escape  from  the  destruction  with  which 
the  Lord  was  about  to  take  vengeance  on  the  wicked 
inhabitants  of  Sodom,  "  he  seemed  as  one  that  mocked 
unto  them". — They  "made  light  of"  his  counsel.  When 
Esau  sold  his  birth-right  to  Jacob  for  a  mess  of  pottage, 
he  made  light  of  a  religious  privilege  of  incomparable 
value,  his  title  to  the  patriarchal  benediction ;  which, 
pronounced  as  it  was  in  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  was  to 
be  regarded  as  having  a  divine  influence  over  his  whole 
future  destiny.  When  the  Holy  Ghost  descended  on 
the  Apostles  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  in  the  visible 
form  of  fiery  tongues,  and  many  of  those  who  witnessed 
the  miraculous  gift  of  tongues  bestowed  on  the  Apostles 
"mocked  and  said,  these  men  are  full  of  new  wine",  they 
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made  light  of  an  event  of  unparalleled  importance,  and 
immediately  affecting  their  own  everlasting  welfare. 
Now,  this  making  light  of  things,  not  only  sacred,  but 
momentous  in  the  extreme,  as  affecting  our  everlasting 
welfare,  leads  us  to  notice  a  strong  and  very  remarkable 
feature  of  human  depravity,  indicating  a  positive 
derangement  of  mind  of  the  most  fearful  description ; 
namely,  a  state  of  mind  contradictory  to  truth  and 
reality,  and  our  own  experience  also,  with  regard  to  our 
own  highest  interests ;  a  disposition,  and,  to  all  appear- 
ance, an  incurable  disposition,  to  appreciate  things  by 
contraries ;  to  ^^ put  darkness  for  light,  and  light  for 
darkness;  that  put  hitter  for  sweet,  and  sweet  for  hitter ''\ 
Isaiah  v,  20.  Those  things,  for  instance,  which  are  really 
insignificant,  and  worthless,  and  contemptible, — the  vain 
pvirsuits  and  pleasures  of  the  world,  worldly  fame, 
and  pomp,  and  luxury,  and  sensual  gratification ;  the 
acquisition  of  wealth  and  power,  and  the  like ;  these 
engage  the  serious  thoughts  of  men,  and  often  their 
anxious  thoughts.  For  the  attainment  and  short-lived 
enjoyment  of  these  they  are  willing  to  sacrifice  time, 
talents,  property,  health,  peace  of  mind,  every  thing. 
For  these  perishable  objects  they  are  content  to  ex- 
change, or,  at  least,  to  hazard,  in  a  way  the  most  fear- 
fully adventurous,  their  everlasting  salvation.  Whilst, 
rvn  ^^Vip  other  hand,  strange  to  say,  those  things  which 
are  really,  and  intrinsically,  and  eternally,  important 
and  precious; — the  favor  of  God;  the  dignity  of  being  his 
children ;  the  pure,  and  solid,  and  unfading  pleasures 
of  vital  religion  ;  the  glory  and  blessedness  of  another 
world ;  these  things,  which  belong  to  their  everlasting 
peace,  even  these  are  the  things  which  they  '■'make  light 
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o/".  My  dear  hearers,  T  appeal  to  the  consciences  of 
very  many  of  you  for  the  truth  and  justice  of  this 
representation.  Can  any  language  be  more  appropriate 
to  describe  the  manner  in  which  the  heavenly  blessings 
offered  to  you  in  the  Gospel  are  regarded  by  you  than 
this? — You  '^make  light  of  them".  They  do  not  engage 
your  serious  thoughts.  You  do  not  allow  them  any 
weight  in  your  judgments,  or  any  influence  in  your 
proceedings.  Instead  of  holding  the  highest,  they  hold 
the  lowest,  place  in  your  estimation.  Instead  of  every 
thing  else  giving  place  to  religion^  religion  gives  place 
to  every  thing  else.  The  farm,  the  merchandize,  the 
shop,  the  cares,  or  concerns,  or  enjoyments  of  social 
and  domestic  life,  the  claims  of  kindred,  the  amusements 
of  the  world, — any  earthly  object,  how  frivolous  so  ever, 
will  suffice,  in  your  account,  to  serve  as  an  excuse  for 
your  neglect  of  the  soul,  and  of  the  religious  advantages, 
on  your  diligent  improvement  of  which  its  everlasting 
w^elfare  depends.  You  are  warned  to  flee  from  the 
wrath  to  come :  You  are  intreated  to  be  reconciled  to 
God :  You  are  directed  to  Christ  as  the  way,  the  truth, 
and  the  life,  by  whom  alone,  as  your  propitiation  for 
sin  and  advocate  with  God,  pardon  and  salvation  can 
be  obtained:  You  are  told,  in  his  own  words,  that,  except 
ye  repent,  and  be  converted,  and  become  new  creatures, 
and  exchange  the  broad  and  crowded  way  of  sin  and  the 
world  for  the  narrow  and  thinly  frequented  way  of 
holiness  and  everlasting  life,  ye  shall  perish  :  But  that, 
if  you  will  repent  and  be  converted,  and  believe  in  Christ 
and  obey  his  Gospel,  your  sins  shall  be  blotted  out;  and, 
besides  being  made  heirs  of  everlasting  life,  you  shall  find 
that  "  Godliness  is  profitable  for  all  things^    having  the 
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promise  of  the  life  that  now  is,  as  well  as  of  thai  ivhick 
is  to  come":  The  necessity  of  vital  religion,  the  real  and 
satisfying  pleasures  arising  from  it,  the  brilliant  prospects 
beyond  the  present  world  which  it  opens  to  view,  are 
pointed  to  you  from  the  word  of  God.  But,  alas  !  under 
whatever  form  or  aspect  the  Gospel  invitation  is  pre- 
sented to  you;  by  whatever  considerations  and  per- 
suasives it  is  commended  to  your  acceptance,  — you 
"make  light  of  it"  or,  as  it  is  in  St.  Luke's  version,  '■'^ivith 
one  consent  begin  to  make  excuse ";  and,  like  those 
bidden  by  the  king  in  the  parable,  turn  away  your 
thoughts  in  some  other  direction,  one  to  his  farm, 
another  to  his  merchandize,  one  to  this,  another  to  that 
object  of  worldly  interest  or  vanity.  O  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  may  now  open  your  hearts  to  receive  the  word  of 
admonition,  whilst  I  proceed  to  remind  you — 

IV.  Of  the  awful  consequences  of  the  neglect  and 
folly  which  I  have  been  describing.  They  are  thus  re- 
presented in  the  parable ;  "When  the  king  heard"  of  the 
contempt  with  which  his  invitation  had  been  refused, 
and  of  the  maltreatment  of  his  servants,  ''he  was  wroth, 
and  sent  forth  his  armies  and  destroyed  those  murderers, 
and  burned  up  their  city  '\  This  symbolical  description, 
you  know,  was  literally  fulfilled  in  the  destruction  of 
Jerusalem,  and  the  woful  ruin  of  the  Jews^  as  a  people, 
about  forty  years  after  our  Lord's  death.  But  what  is 
the  lesson  taught  to  us  in  this  part  of  the  parable  ? — It 
is  that  those  who  make  light  of  the  blessings  of  the 
Gospel,  on  their  being  proposed  to  their  acceptance, 
will  be  excluded  from  any  share  in  them,  and  will 
bitterly  bewail  their  folly  in  refusing  them,  when  it  will 
be  too  late  to  repair  it.  What  were  the  consequences  to 
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the  Jews  of  their  rejection  of  Christ  and  his  heavenly 
kingdom  ? — The  utter  ruin  of  their  country,  the  loss  of 
all  their  privileges,  as  the  peoj)le  of  God,  and  their 
being  driven  and  scattered,  as  so  much  chaff  before  the 
wind,  into  all  countries  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  to  be, 
as  it  was  foretold  of  them,  and  as  they  have  been,  and 
are  to  this  day,  "  an  astonishment,  a  proverb,  and  a  by- 
word, among  all  nations '\  Deut.  xxviii,  37-  What  was 
the  consequence  of  the  contempt  with  which  the  kinsfolk 
of  Lot  treated  his  advice  to  make  their  escape  from  the 
impending  ruin? — They  shared  in  the  destruction  of  the 
city.  What  was  the  consequence  of  Esau's  despising 
his  birthright? — The  Apostle  tells  us,  "  Ye  know  how  that, 
afterward,  when  he  would  have  inherited  the  blessing, 
he  was  rejected:  for  he  Jound  no  place  for  repentance, 
though  he  sought  it  carefully  with  tears  ".  Heb.  xii,  17. 
And  such.  Brethren,  ere  long,  will  be  the  case  with  those 
who  are  now  making  light  of  the  gracious  invitations 
of  the  Gospel,  and  of  the  opportunities  enjoyed  by  them, 
for  obtaining  for  themselves  part  and  lot  in  the  kingdom 
of  heaven.  A  time  is  at  hand  when,  instead  of  making 
light  of  these  things,  they  will  bitterly  lament  their  folly 
in  having  despised  them,  and  their  misery  in  con- 
sequence of  having  done  so.  "  O  that  they  were  wise, 
that  they  understood  this,  that  they  would  consider  their 
latter  end ! " 

"  Then  said  the  king  to  his  servants,  the  wedding  is 
ready,  but  they  which  were  bidden  were  not  worthy.  Go 
ye  therefore  into  the  highways,  and  as  many  as  ye  shall 
find,  bid  to  the  marriage ".  Yes  1  however  far  from 
God,  however  deserving  of  his  wrath  and  indignation, 
^ny  may  be ;  though    sunk  to    the   lowest    depths   in 
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iniquity — as  the  Heathen  were,  to  whom   the  Gospel, 
on  the  rejection  of  it  by  the  Jews,  was  preached; — never- 
theless, all  who,  on  being  called  to  repentance  towards 
God  and  faith  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  obey  this  call, 
and   thankfully   embrace    the  promise   of  pardon  and 
salvation  in  Christ  Jesus,  are  welcomed  as  guests  to  the 
Gospel  feast  of  good  things  prepared  for  them.     The 
Church  on  earth  is  the  guest-chamber  where,  for  the 
present,  they  are  assembled  together,  and  formed  into 
one  mystical  community  or  body,  of  which  Christ  is 
the  Head :  — "  One  body,  one  spirit,  even  as  they  are 
called  in  one  hope  of  their  calling ;  one  Lord,  one  faith, 
one  baptism,  one  God  and  Father  of  all,  who  is  above  all, 
and  through  all,  and  in  them  all".     Thus  spiritually 
related   to    Christ,    and,    in    Him,    one    to    another, 
they   become,   in    their   united   use    of  the    means    of 
grace,     and    by    mutual    converse,     acquainted    with 
the    heavenly  blessedness    intended    for    them,     and 
qualified  for  the  enjoyment  of  it :  They  join  together  in 
acts  of  worship  and  praise  to  the  great  King  at  whose 
invitation  they  are  met  together ;  in  speaking  good  of 
his  name  ;  and  in  waiting,  with  longing  expectation,  for 
his  appearance  to  call  them  into  his  immediate  presence 
and  completely  satisfy  them  with  the  goodness  of  his 
house. — Whilst  those  who,  presuming,  like  the  Jews  of 
old,  on  their  religious  pretensions  and  priveleges,  or 
contenting  themselves  with  a  character  of  their  own, 
have  undervalued  the  grace  of  the  Gospel,  and  rejected 
Him  who  "  came  to  call  not  the  righteous,  but  sinners  to 
repentance'"',  will  be,  in  their  turn,  rejected  by  Him 
from  his  heavenly  kingdom,  and  cast  down  to  hell. 
And  what  will  then  be  the  feehngs  of  these  contemners 


of  Christ?  With  what  unutterable  anguish  of  spirit  will 
they  reflect  on  their  own  folly  as  the  cause  of  their 
hopeless  and  irreparable  misery  !  With  what  envy  will 
they  contemplate  the  blessedness  of  those  to  whom  they 
have  contemptuously  resigned  the  places  at  the  marriage 
supper  of  the  lamb,  which  they  were  themselves  once 
invited  to  occupy?  "There  shall  be  weep'mg  and  gnashing 
vf  teeth ;  when  they  shall  see  Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and 
Jacob,  and  all  the  prophets;  and  many  from  the  east,  and 
from  the  west,  and  from  the  north,  and  from  the  south, 
in  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  themselves  thrust  out  ", 
for  no  other  cause  but  their  own  refusal  of  that  eternal 
glory. 

In  conclusion,  then,  let  me  call  on  you  to  reflect 
1 .  On  the  folly  and  wickedness  of  the  neglect  of  the 
Gospel  described  in  this  parable.  Ctmsider  the  in- 
estimable value  of  the  blessings  which  are  by  so  many 
"  made  light  of".  Is  the  pardon  of  sin  a  benefit  to  be 
lightly  esteemed  by  the  guilty  and  condemned  ?  Is 
salvation  from  everlasting  punishment  in  hell,  with  the 
devil  and  his  angels,  an  offer  to  be  regarded  with  in- 
difference by  those  who  are  in  imminent  danger  of  that 
punishment  ?  And  that  change  of  heart,  that  sanc- 
tification,  that  newness  and  purity  of  mind  and 
character,  which  are  requisite  to  fit  us  for  heaven  ;  are 
these  gifts  of  grace  v/hich  we  need  be  at  no  care  or 
pains  to  secure?  Can  the  precious  blood  of  Christ,  which 
was  the  price  at  which  all  these  blessings  were  purchased 
for  us,  can  this  inestimable  price,  paid  for  our  re- 
demption, be  "  made  light  of",  do  you  think,  with 
impunity  ?  Surely,  dear  brethren,  when  we  consider 
how  mucli  has  been  done,  and  how  much  has  been 
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sufi^red,  by  God  our  Saviour,  in  providing  for  us  the 
blessings  proposed  to  our  accej^tance  in  the  Gospel,  we 
must  needs  conclude  how  inestimably  great  must  be 
the  value  of  these  blessings,  and  how  tremendous  must 
be  the  guilt  of  those  who,  on  being  invited  to  partake, 
make  light  of  them. 

2.  Look  forward  to  the  future,  and  consider  how 
the  blessings  which  you  are  now  making  light  of  will 
appear  to  you  in  the  hour  of  death  and  the  day  of 
judgment.  O  what  a  change  wilt  then  take  place  in  the 
thoughts  of  those  by  whom  the  Gospel  invitation,  and 
the  blessings  which  it  offers  to  their  acceptance,  are  now 
undervalued  and  slighted  !  What  is  thought  of  these 
blessings  by  those  who  are  now  in  hell,  in  consequence 
of  having  despised  them,  and  for  ever  cut  off  from  any 
hope  of  them  ?  What  would  not  they  give,  were  it 
possible,  to  change  places  with  those  to  whom  pardon 
and  salvation  are  offered,  only  to  be  ^"^  made  light  of?" 

3.  .  Lastly.  Have  you  accepted  the  invitation  to  the 
marriage  feast  ?  Have  you  repented  of  your  sins  and 
embraced  the  promise  of  eternal  life  in  Christ  Jesus  ? 
See  then  that  you  put  on,  and  keep  on,  the  "  wedding 
garment ",  in  other  words,  that  meetness  for  Heaven, 
that  ^'^ Holiness" ,  without  which,  we  are  expressly 
assured,  "  no  man  shall  ever  see  the  Lord ".  See  that 
you  make  such  an  appearance,  not  only  in  the  sight  of 
your  fellow  christians,  but  in  his  sight  who  searches  the 
heart,  as  becomes  your  christian  profession  and  your 
hope  of  glory.  "  Let  your  conversation  be  such  as  be- 
cometh  the  Gospel  of  Christ".  Having  in  you  the  blessed 
hope  of  sitting  down  at  the  marriage  supper  of  the 
Lamb  5  see  that  you  "  ^^urify  yourselves,  even  as  he  is 
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pure  ",  (1  John  iii,  3.) — so  that,  whensoever  the  time 
shall  come  for  the  King  to  call  you  from  the  guest- 
chamber  of  the  church  on  earth  to  the  banqueting 
room  of  the  church  in  Heaven,  you  may  "  he  found  of 
Him  in  peace,  without  spot  and  blameless",  and  be 
"  presented  faultless  before  the  presence  of  his  glory  with 
exceeding  joy".     2  Peter  iii,  14.     Jude  24.     Amen. 


Sermon  II. 


Matthew  XXII,  11—14. 

"  And  tvhen  the  Idng  came  in  to  see  the  guests,  he  saw  there 
a,  man  which  had  not  on  a  wedding  garment:  And  he  said  unto 
him.  Friend,  hoiv  camest  thou  in  hither,  not  having  a  ivedding 
garment  ?  And  he  ivas  speechless.  Then  said  the  king  to  his 
servants.  Bind  him  hand  and  foot,  and  take  him  away,  and 
cast  him  into  outer  darkness  ;  there  shall  he  loeeping  and  gnashing 
of  teeth.     For  many  are  called^  hut  few  are  chosen. 


This  emblematical  description  forms  a  sort  of  sup- 
plement to  the  parable  of  the  marriage  feast.  At  the 
same  time,  both  the  similitude  employed,  and  the  lesson 
taught  in  it,  are  of  so  distinct  a  character  that  it  may  be 
considered  as  a  separate  parable  of  itself.  It  brings 
under  our  consideration  a  subject  of  which  some  in- 
timation is  given  in  the  parable  to  which  it  is  subjoined. 
^'The  servants  "  of  the  king,  we  are  told,  at  the  10th 
verse,  "  went  out ",  according  to  his  instructions,  ^'  into 
the  highways,  and  gathered  together  as  many  as  they 
found,  both  bad  and  good'\  Between  "the  bad  and  the 
good^\  of  which  this  company  was  composed,  the 
servants,  it  appears,  could  not  discriminate ;  that  was 
no  part  of  their  duty ;  no  orders  were  given  them  to 
that  effect.     The  office  of  the  Gospel  minister  is  not  to 
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judge,  not  to  distinguish  between  the  sincere  and  in- 
sincere ;  but  to  invite,  to  instruct,  to  warn,  to  persuade, 
to  beseech,  to  win  and  welcome  sinners  to  Christ. 
Hence,  in  the  visible  church,  there  is  always  this  mixture 
oi  "bad  and  good" .  But,  then,  though  the  servants,  the 
ministers  of  the  Gospel,  cannot  discriminate  between 
the  bad  and  the  good  who  are,  under  their  ministry, 
collected  together ;  so  nearly  may  they,  in  all  apparent 
respects,  resemble  each  other  j  yet,  in  the  sight  of  their 
great  master,  there  is  no  intermixture  or  confusion  of 
this  kind :  He,  at  all  times,  sees  the  difference  between 
the  sound  and  hollow-hearted  christian ;  and  a  time  is 
at  hand  when  he  will  make  manifest  the  difference,  and 
separate  them  one  from  the  other.  It  is  of  this 
separation,  one  day  to  be  made,  between  the  "  bad  and 
the  good"  who,  for  the  present,  are  mixed  together  in 
the  visible  church,  that  we  are  forewarned  in  the  text. 
"  When  the  king  came  in  to  see  the  guests,  he  saw  there 
a  man  that  had  not  on  a  wedding  garment". — This  man 
who  was  without  the  wedding  garment  is,  doubtless,  in- 
tended to  represent  the  person  who  makes  a  plausible, 
and  reputable,  but  false  profession  of  religion,  a  christian 
in  the  sight  of  men — even  the  minister  knows  him  only 
in  that  character — but  no  christian  in  the  sight  of  God. 
Let  us  examine,  then, 

I.  The  character  here  represented  to  us. 

II.  We  shall  have  to  enquire,  more  particularly, 
into  the  signification  of  the  "ivedding  garment : 
and 

III.  Point  out  the  consequence  of  being  found 
without  this  requisite  for  our  admission  to  the 
kingdom  of  heaven. 
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I.  Let  us  take  a  general  view  of  the  character  here 
set  before  us.  The  resemblance  employed  to  represent 
it  is  borrowed  from  a  well-known  ancient  eastern 
custom.  The  royal  or  dignified  master  of  the  feast,  in 
ancient  times,  was  used  to  provide  for  every  guest  an 
upper  robe  or  garment  suited  to  the  occasion  of  his 
hospitality.  A  similar  custom  is  observed  at  our  funerals. 
The  design  of  this  practice  seems  to  have  been  that  the 
appearance  of  all  the  persons  invited  might  be  uniform, 
and  such  as  to  do  honor  to  the  event  for  the  celebration 
of  which  the  entertainment  was  given.  Hence  it  is  to 
be  observed  that  the  wedding  garment  had  been  pro- 
vided for,  and  offered  to,  the  man  who  appeared  without 
it.  But,  for  some  reason  or  other,  he  thought  proper 
to  decline  making  use  of  it.  Perhaps  he  thought  his  own 
raiment  good  enough.  Or,  we  may  suppose  him  to  have 
been  a  person  of  consequence,  and  that  he  wished  to  be 
distinguished  from  the  other  guests  by  being  exempted 
from  a  badge  by  which  all  difference  of  rank  was  kept 
out  of  sight.  At  any  rate,  whatever  might  be  his  motive 
for  not  putting  on  the  garment,  he  resolved,  it  appears, 
to  use  his  own  discretion,  and  consult  his  own  taste  in 
the  matter,  instead  of  complying  with  the  rules  of  the 
royal  palace  to  which  he  was  invited.  And  this,  I  con- 
ceive, must  be  considered  as  constituting  his  offence, — 
that  he  did  not  comply  with  the  regulations  prescribed  by 
the  king  who  honored  him  with  an  invitation.  He  wished 
to  take  a  share  in  the  pleasures  of  the  entertainment; 
but  he  did  not  care  to  make  such  an  appearance  as  was 
expected,  nor  to  shew  that  respect  which  was  due  from 
all  the  guests  to  the  lord  of  the  feast.  Now,  what  is 
the  character  here  represented  to  us  ?      It  is  that  of  a 
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person  who  gains  admission  and  takes  his  place  amongst 
the  people  of  God  without  properly  belonging  to  them. 
This  person  professes  and  calls  himself  a  christian  :  he 
frequents  the  house  of  God  :  he  maintains  a  religious 
reputation :  he  may  be  even  correct  and  well  taught  in 
his  religious  views  and  sentiments:  not  only  so,  he  may 
be  a  teacher  of  others,  a  minister  of  the  Gosj)el.  But 
he  does  not  care  to  comply  with  the  positive  require- 
ments of  the  word  of  God  respecting  the  peculiar 
qualifications  and  character  by  which  his  true  people  are 
distinguished  in  His  sight.  This  person,  on  being  in- 
vited to  partake  of  the  blessings  of  the  Gospel,  accepts 
the  invitation  :  he  is  baptized  and  incorporated  into 
the  visible  church  :  he  passes  through  the  rite  of  con- 
firmation :  he  is  admitted  to  the  Lord^s  supper.  Thus 
he  takes  his  place  in  the  guest-chamber  of  the  church 
on  earth.  But  then  he  chooses  to  judge  for  himself 
with  regard  to  his  appearance  in  the  presence  of  the 
great  head  of  the  church.  Instead  of  the  heavenly 
court-dress  which  is  provided  for  the  company  invited, 
and  required  to  be  worn  by  each  accepted  guest,  he 
apparels  himself  to  his  own  taste :  in  other  words,  he 
contents  himself  with  a  character  of  his  own.  And  a 
very  good  character,  an  excellent  character  it  may  be 
for  a  member  of  society  .  It  may  comprise  every  thing 
that  is  humane,  and  benevolent,  and  just,  and  honor- 
able, and  amiable,  and  agreeable,  and  refined,  and 
polished,  and  ceremonially  religious.  But,  put  all  these 
accomplishments  together,  and  they  do  not  constitute 
religion;  they  are  not  godliness;  nor  do  they  necessarily 
imply  the  existence  of  it :  an  infidel  may  possess 
them  as  well  as  the  christian.     True  religion  requires 
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not  only  social  virtues  but  heavenly  affections;  not 
only  "  doing  justly  and  loving  mercy  ",  but  "  walking 
humbly  ivith  God ".  And  what  can  be  understood  by 
an  humble  walk  with  God,  if  it  does  not  signify  our 
acceptance  of  his  w^ord  as  the  law  both  of  our  faith  and 
our  practice  ?  It  is  the  absence  of  this  godliness  that 
answers  to  the  disqualification  of  the  man  without  the 
wedding  garment.  His  fault,  his  offence,  is  that  he 
"  contents  himself  with  a  character  of  his  own ";  he 
presumes  on  his  own  sufficiency.  My  dear  Brethren, 
have  we  far  to  look  for  the  character  thus  delineated  ? 
Alas !  is  there  not  too  much  reason  to  fear  that,  instead 
of  an  individual  or  so,  or  several  persons  of  this  des- 
cription, a  large  number  is  to  be  found  answering  to  it 
in  almost  eveiy  considerable  assembly  of  professing 
christians  ?  By  the  wedding  garment,  as  we  shall  see 
more  at  large  presently,  we  are  to  understand  those 
peculiar  qualities  of  mind  and  principles  of  character 
which  the  word  of  God  requires  in  his  peculiar  people. 
And,  now,  compare,  for  a  moment,  the  rules  and 
prescriptions  laid  down  in  the  word  of  God  on  this  point 
with  the  religious  sentiments  and  hopes  which  are  en- 
tertained by  too  many  of  those  who  profess  and  ball 
themselves  christians.  The  word  of  God  declares  that, 
^'  except  a  man  be  born  again,  he  cavmot "  so  much  as 
''see",  and  much  less  "enter  into,  the  kingdom  of 
heaven ";  that,  "  if  any  man  be  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new 
creature,  old  things  are  passed  away;  behold!  all  things 
are  become  new  ";  that,  "  not  by  works  of  righteousness 
which  we  have  done,  but  according  to  his  mercy  he  saves 
us,  by  the  washing  of  regeneration,  and  the  renewing  of 
the  Holy  Ghost ;  that,  "  ivithcut  holiness,  no  man  shall 
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see  the  Lor d'^';  that,  "if  any  man  love  the  world,  the  love 
of  the  Father  is  not  in  him  ";  that,  "  ifive  live  after  the 
flesh,  we  shall  die  :  but  if  we,  through  the  Spirit,  do 
mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body,  we  shall  live  ";  and  that, 
"  if  any  man  have  not  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  he  is  none  of 
his".  John  iii,  3—5.  2  Cor.  v,  17.  Titus  iii,  5.  Heb. 
xii,  14.  1  John  ii,  15.  Rom.  viii,  9,  13.  These  are 
some  of  the  most  plain  and  positive  requisites  laid  down 
in  the  Scriptures  respecting  the  character  of  the  true 
christian.  But  are  these  requisites  generally  adopted 
and  complied  with  by  those  who  call  themselves 
christians  ?  Nay,  are  not  these  peculiar  principles  and 
demands  very  generally  overlooked,  set  aside,  and 
neglected  ?  _  Is  it  not  commonly  considered  a  sufficient 
qualification  for  heaven  for  a  man  to  abstain  from 
flagrant  wickedness,  and  maintain  a  fair  reputation  as  a 
member  of  society, — without  any  regard  for  that  new- 
ness of  heart,  that  singleness  of  mind,  that  transfer  of 
the  affections  from  things  on  earth  to  things  in  heaven, 
that  "  livinff  ",  under  the  "  constraining  influence  of  the 
love  of  Christ,  no  longer  to  ourselves,  hut  to  him  that 
died  for  us,  and  rose  again ",  that  conformity  to  the 
example  of  Christ,  and  nonconformity  to  the  world, 
which  the  Gospel  requires?  Instead  of  enquiring,  from 
the  word  of  God,  what  they  must  do,  and  what  manner 
of  persons  they  must  be,  to  be  saved,  is  it  not  too 
common  for  professing  christians  to  presume  that,  if 
they  are  outwardly  religious  before  men,  so  as  to  pass 
for  christians  with  their  fellow-christians — if  they  are 
respectably  conducted,  honest  in  their  dealings,  and  the 
like — they  must  be  in  a  fair  way  for  heaven  ?  In  a  word, 
is  it  not  common  for  them  to  use  their  own  discretion 
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in  religiorif  instead  of  taking  the  word  of  God  for  the 
rule  of  tlieir  sentiments  and  the  foundation  of  their 
hopes  ?  Now,  wherever  this  is  the  case,  there  is  the 
man  who  has  not  on  the  "  ivedding  garment ";  there  is 
the  professing  christian  who,  instead  of  putting  on  the 
apparel  which  God  offers  to  him,  and  expects  him  to 
wear,  in  preparation  for  Heaven,  presumes  to  make  his 
appearance  before  God  in  his  own  self-provided  raiment; 
in  other  words,  in  his  own  righteousness.  Such  an  one 
finds  no  difficulty  in  gaining  admittance  into  the 
assembly  of  the  saints  on  earth.  Amongst  them  he 
remains  undiscovered.  In  their  view,  his  appearance  so 
nearly  resembles  their  own  that  the  difference  is  im- 
perceptible. But  the  defective  character  cannot  elude 
the  observation  of  God :  Nor  will  He,  in  any  case,  dis- 
pense with  the  requisitions  of  his  word.  No!  the  most 
plausible  profession  of  religion,  the  most  devout  ex- 
ternal attendance  on  christian  rites  and  ceremonies, 
without  the  life  and  reality  of  religion,  invisible  to  the 
eye  of  man,  cannot  impose  on  him  who  "looTceth  not  on 
the  outivard  appearance  ",  but  "  requires  truth  in  the  in- 
ward parts  ".  The  fairest  appearance,  the  most  amiable 
deportment,  cannot  conceal  from  his  view  the  un- 
renewed heart,  the  unsound  character.  Hence  the  im- 
portance of  considering  more  particularly, 

IL  What  are  the  peculiar  principles  and  qualities 
which  constitute  the  distinguishing  character  of  a  true 
christian.  They  are  represented  in  the  parable  under 
the  similitude  of  the  '^  wedding  garment ".  In  examining 
this  image,  it  is  to  be  well  observed,  in  the  first  place, 
that  it  is  to  be  understood  as  signifying,  not  the  appear- 
ance made  by  a  christian  in  the  sight  of  his  fellow- 
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christians,  but  that  which  he  makes  "  in  the  sight  of 
God".     To  this   conclusion  we  are  necessarily  led  by 
the  fact  that  the  man  in  the  parable  was  not  disallowed, 
nor,  it  should  seem,  so  much  as  suspected,  by  his  com- 
panions in  th€  guest  chamber.  They  looked  on  him^  we 
are  led  to  suppose^,  as  one  of  themselves.      It  was  not 
till  "  the  king  came  in  to  see  the  gtiests  "  that  he  was 
detected.      By   the   wedding   garment,   therefore,    we 
must  understand   that    character   which   the  christian 
sustains  in  the  view  of  God,    By   this   similitude   is 
denoted  that  peculiar  state  of  mind  which  the  word 
of  God  requires  in  his  peculiar  people,  and  which  con- 
stitutes their  meetness  for  Heaven.     I  hardly  need  to 
remind  ^^ou  that  a  right  state  of  mind  will  ensure  a 
right  course  of  life.       Godliness   and  honesty  are  in- 
separable companions ;  only  the  former  must  lay  the 
foundation  for  the  latter.     Genuine  piety  towards  God, 
through  Christ,  is  the  only  real  security  for  social  virtue. 
A  man's  life  and  behaviour  may  be  outwardly  correct 
and  blameless  under  the  influence  of  corrupt  motives, 
and  whilst  his  heart  is  any  thing  but  "right  in  the  sight 
of  God".    But,  if  the  heart  be  right  with  God,  the  con- 
duct cannot  fail  of  being  right,  in  the  main,  also.    It  is 
to  the  state  of  the  heart,  the  inner  man,  therefore,  that 
the  similitude  before  us  calls  our  attention.      And  we 
shall  find  that  the  regenerate   renewed   heart  is   the 
primary  qualification  required  by  the  word  of  God  as 
our  preparation  for  his  heavenly  kingdom. — "  My  son 
give  me  thine  heart  ".      "  Make  you  a  new  heart,  and  a 
new  spirit".     To  the  same  eff'ect  is  the  promise,  "a  new 
heart  will  I  give  you,  and  a  new  spirit  will  I  put  within 
you".  "A  good  man  out  of  the  good  treasure  of  his  heart 
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bringeth  forth  good  things".  And,  what  is  still  more  ex- 
actly to  our  present  purpose,  the  apostle  Peter  actually 
d,escribes  the  state  of  the  heart  as  'Hhe  spiritual  apparel 
of  the  christian": — "  Whose  adorning",  saith  he  of 
pious  women,  in  commenting  on  vanity  in  apparel,  "  let 
it  not  be  that  outward  adorning,  of  plaiting  the  hair,  and 
of  wearing  of  gold,  and  of  putting  on  apparel;  But  let  it 
be  the  hidden  man  of  the  heart,  in  that  ivhich  is  not 
corruptible,  even  the  ornament  of  a  meek  and  quiet  spirit, 
which  is  in  the  sight  of  God  of  great  price '\  So,  again, 
in  enjoining  the  particular  grace  of  humility,  "  be  clothed 
with  humility  ",  says  he.  1  Peter  iii,  3,  4.  v,  5.  With 
Paul,  too,  the  putting  on  of  raiment  is  a  common  figure 
for  renovation  of  heart.  '^  Put  off,  concerning  the  former 
conversation,  the  old  man,  ivhich  is  corrupt  according  to 
the  deceitful  lusts ;  And  be  reneiued  in  the  spirit  of  your 
mind;  and  put  on  the  new  man,  which,  after  God,  is 
created  in  righteousness  and  true  holiness  ";  and,  again, 
"  Put  on,  as  the  elect  of  God,  holy  and  beloved,  bowels 
of  mercies,  kindness,  humbleness  of  mind,  meekness, 
long-suffering",  ^c.  Ephes.  iv,  22 — 24.  Col.  iii,  12. 
Let  us  consider,  then,  as  briefly  as  possible,  the  peculiar 
qualities  and  dispositions  of  mind  which,  according  to 
the  word  of  God,  are  essential  to  a  right  state  of  heart 
in  his  sight.     And 

1.  A  proper  sense  of  its  own  depravity  is  one 
essential  property  of  the  renewed  heart.  The  word  of 
God  declares  that  "the  heart  is  deceitful  above  all  things, 
and  desperately  wicked '';  that  "  every  imagination  of 
man's  heart  is  only  evil  continually  ";  that  "  the  carnal 
mind  is  enmity  against  God ;  for  it  is  not  subject  to  the 
laiv  of  God,  neither  indeed  can  be  ";  that,  "  out  of  the 
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heart  proceed  evil  thoughts,  adulteries,  fornication, 
murders  ",  and  wickedness  of  every  description.  Jer. 
xvii,  9.  Gen.  vi,  5.  viii,  21.  Rom.  viii,  7-  Mark  vii,  21. 
Now,  when  the  inward  sentiments  and  feelings  of 
the  heart  agree  with  this  inspired  representation  of  its 
character ;  when  vA'e  really  feel,  as  well  as  confess,  our- 
selves to  be  "^  miserable  sinners ";  that  "  there  is  no 
spiritual  health  in  us  ";  that  "  the  devices  and  desires  of 
our  own  hearts  "  are  only  evil,  so  that  we  do  only  that 
which  is  evil  in  following  them ;  when  we  really  feel 
within,  as  well  as  with  our  lips  confess,  this  to  be  the 
case  with  us ;  then  we  have  something  of  that  humble 
and  contrite  disposition  which  is  proper  and  peculiar  to 
the  renewed  heart.  But  when  a  man  thinks  his  own  heart 
to  be  naturally  good,  or  that  there  is  any  one  good  dis- 
position in  it,  except  such  as  is  the  fruit  of  divine  grace, 
then  his  thoughts  of  himself  are  in  direct  contrariety  to 
the  word  of  God,  and  in  contrariety,  also,  to  those 
confessions  which  are  continually  in  his  own  mouth, — 
supposing  him  to  be  a  worshipper  of  God  in  this  sanc- 
tuary. 

2.  A  humble,  sincere,  lively,  fruitful,  faith  in  the 
Son  of  God,  as  the  author  of  our  Salvation,  our  only 
propitiation  for  sin^  and  only  advocate  with  the  Father, 
is  another  property  essential  to  a  renewed  state  of  mind. 
He  who  trusts  in  his  own  moral  goodness,  as  a  re- 
commendation to  the  favor  of  God,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  astonishing  want  of  self-knowledge  which  such  an 
assumption  implies,  is  even  somewhat  more  opposed  in 
his  mind  to  the  doctrine  of  Scripture  than  he  who  is 
insensible  to  his  extreme  natural  depravity.  Indeed, 
both  these  self-deceptive  mistakes  are  naturally  com- 
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panionsj  and  afford  support,  mutually,  one  to  the  other. 
The  true  christian,  on  the  contrary,  is  one  whose  deep 
sense  of  his  own  sinfulness  compels  him  to  renounce 
every  thought  and  every  hope  of  a  righteousness 
of  his  own,  in  aid  of  his  justification  before  God, 
and  to  clothe  himself  with  the  righteousness  of  his 
Saviour.  On  the  merits  and  atonement  of  Christ  alone 
he  relies  for  the  pardon  of  his  countless  offences,  his 
absolution  from  guilt,  his  justification  and  peace  with 
God,  his  title  to  Heaven.  In  the  intercession  of  Christ 
alone  he  trusts  for  the  acceptance  of  his  prayers,  and 
his  sin-stained  services.  In  the  grace  of  Christ  alone  he 
trusts  for  his  sanctification,  and  for  all  his  ability  to 
serve,  and  please,  and  glorify,  his  Heavenly  Father, 
"  I  live  ",  he  will  say  with  Paul,  "  yet  not  Z,  hut  Christ 
liveth  in  me :  and  the  life  which  I  noio  live  in  the  flesh, 
I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me,  and 
gave  himself  J  or  me  ".  Gal.  ii,  20.  Thus  he  "puts  on 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ",  as  bidden  to  do, — Rom.  xiii,  14. 
"  Him  we  put  on  by  faith,  and  are  clothed  with  him  as 
our  righteousness.  We  come  unto  our  Father,  in  our 
elder  brother's  perfumed  garments,  and  so  obtain  that 
blessing,  which  he,  in  a  manner,  was  stripped  of  for  our 
sakes,  did  undergo  the  curse,  and  was  made  a  curse  for 
our  sakes.  So  the  apostle  speaks  of  him,  we  'put  him 
ow '  as  ^  the  Lord  our  righteousness ',  and  are  '  made  the 
righteousness  of  God  in  him '."     Leighton. 

3.  Another  gracious  principle  in  the  renewed  heart, 
is  a  hatred  of  sin ;  "  ye  that  love  the  Lord,  hate  evil". 
Ps.  xcvii,  10.  The  christian  not  only  abstains  from  sin 
in  fear  of  punishment,  but  abhors  it  in  its  own  nature, 
as  the  transgression  of  that  law  which  has  been  newly 
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written,  by  the  finger  of  God,  in  the  fleshy  tables  of  his 
heart.  He  regards  the  evil  propensities  and  passions, 
of  which  he  is  conscious,  as  a  painful  troublesome 
disease,  "  the  plague  of  his  own  heart  ",  as  it  is  called 
(1  Kings  viii,  38),  from  which  he  longs,  and  prays,  and 
strives,  by  all  means,  to  be  completely  delivered.  He 
can  sympathize  with  Paul  in  that  complaint,  Rom.  vii, 
23 — 24. — "  /  see  another  law  in  my  members  warring 
against  the  law  of  my  mind,  and  bringing  me  into 
captivity  to  the  law  of  sin.  0  wretched  man  that  I  ami 
who  shall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death?  Nor 
can  he  find  relief  any  otherwise  than  as  it  was  found  by 
Paul,  in  being  able  to  add  "  /  thank  God,  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord''. 

4.  This  hatred  of  sin  is  connected  with  a  love  of, 
and  a  prevailing  propensity  of  mind  to  holiness.  True 
holiness  is  the  health  and  life,  the  beauty  and  glory,  of 
the  soul ;  just  as  sin  is  its  disease,  its  death,  its  de- 
formity, its  shame.  Holiness  consists  in  the  renewal  of 
the  soul  after  the  image  of  God,  producing  a  conformity 
of  all  the  faculties  and  affections  to  the  will  of  God. 
The  christian,  indeed,  is  not  perfect:  but  he  is  under 
the  direction  and  habitual  impulse  of  perfect  principles, 
principles  of  divine  grace  and  life:  he  is  "led  by  the 
Holy  Spirit  ".-  "  The  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Christ 
Jesus  has  made  him  free  ",  and  keeps  him  free,  "from 
the  law  of  sin  and  death".  Rom.  viii,  2,  14.  By  this 
law  of  his  new  nature  he  has  a  lively  conception  of  the 
beauty  of  holiness,  and  is  led,  amidst  all  his  imper- 
fections and  failures,  to  aim  at  and  aspire  to  the  per- 
fection of  it.  He  is  not  the  man  to  be  content  with 
short-comings,  or  to  apologize  for  them,  or  to  regard 


33 

them  in  any  other  hght  than  as  a  cause  for  humihation. 
Not  till  he  is  perfectly  transformed  into  the  likeness  of 
his  Lord,  will  he  be  "satisfied",  or  cease  from  "htmgering 
and  thirsting  after  righteousness" .  Ps.  xvii,  15.  Collect 
into  one  view  all  the  gracious  principles  which  combine 
to  form  the  character  of  a  christian — the  character, 
remember,  which  he  sustains  in  the  sight  of  God,- — re- 
pentance, faith,  humility,  meekness,  hope,. love,  hatred 
of  sin,  rectitude  of  mind,  and  the  like.  What  are  alL 
these  ?  They  are  the  elements  of  holiness,  the  seed  of 
holiness  5  they  are  implanted  by  God,  and  nurtured  by 
his  Spirit,  in  the  heart  of  the  christian,  for  this  purpose, 
that,  "  having  his  fruit  unto  holiness,  and  the  end  ever- 
lasting life ",  he  may  continually  grow  and  ripen  in  a 
meetness  for  heaven. 

Here,  then,  is  the  wedding  garment  complete.  It 
consists  in  true  holiness,  considered  as  the  fruit  of  faith 
in  Jesus  Christ;  very  imperfectly  shewn  in  the  character 
at  present;  struggling  with  every  thing  of  a  contrary 
nature  in  the  inner  man;  but  perfect  in  its  kind,  perfect 
in  its  principles,  divine  in  its  nature,  as  the  work  of  the 
Holy  Spirit;  the  very  image  of  God  divinely  renewed 
in  the  soul  This  is  that  beautiful  apparel  "  without 
ivhich  no  man'^  the  Apostle  tells  us,  '^ shall  see  the 
Lord".  This  is  that  "white  raiment", — spotless  in 
consequence  of  being  '^  washed  and  made  white  in  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb", — by  which  the  christian  is  dis- 
tinguished in  the  sight  of  God,  as  a  true  and  accepted 
member  of  the  church  on  earth,  a  true  heir  of  im- 
mortality and  glory.     It  remains  for  us  to  consider 

III.^    The;Consequence  of  being  found  destitute  of 
this  character.      Two  things   are  represented  in  the 
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parable  respecting  the  awful  doom  awaiting  the  person 
who^  calling  and  professing  himself  a  christian,  is  found 
without  that  peculiar  stamp  of  character  which  the 
Gospel  requires  :  His  exposure,  and  his  panishment. 

1 .  His  exposure.  The  man  in  the  parable,  though 
unnoticed  by  his  companions  in  the  guest-chamber,  was 
immediately  detected  by  the  King  on  his  coming  in  to 
see  the  guests.  For  a  time  he  was  left  undisturbed, 
and  allowed  to  indulge  himself  in  the  expectation  of 
taking  a  share  in  all  the  pleasures  of  the  entertainment. 
But,  before  the  commencement  of  it,  "the  King  came  in" 
to  take  a  survey  of  the  guests :  And  then,  just  at  the 
moment  when  the  presumptuous  confidence  of  the 
unqualified  intruder  was  at  the  highest,  he  was  suddenly 
called  to  account,  convicted,  exposed,  excluded : — 
"  Friend,  how  comest  thou  in  hither  not  having  on  a 
wedding  garment?"  This  part  of  the  parable  relates  to 
the  discovery  of  character  which  will  take  place  at  the 
day  of  judgment.  Then  "  the  hidden  things  of  darkness 
will  he  brought  to  light,  and  the  counsels  of  the  heart  he 
made  manifest  ".  1  Cor.  iv,  5.  Then  there  will  be  an 
exact  and  final  separation  between  the  righteous  and 
the  wicked.  In  the  visible  church  on  earth  the  formal 
professor  and  the  accomplished  hypocrite  are  permitted 
to  assemble  with  the  people  of  God,  and  to  partake 
with  them  in  the  preparatory  privileges  of  Christianity. 
But  a  time  is  at  hand  when  a  discrimination,  an  un- 
erring discrimination,  will  be  made.  And  O  !  who  can 
conceive  the  consternation  and  dismay  Math  which  the 
unholy,  unregenerate  professor  of  religion  Avill  learn,  for 
the  first  time,  that  he  is  no  accepted  guest  at  the 
marriage  supper  of  the  Lamb !    His  surprise,  his  con- 
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fusion,  his  shame^  the  disappointment  of  his  hopes,  the 
anguish  of  his  spirit,  will  be  unutterable.  Like  the 
man  in  the  parable,  he  will  be  speechless ;  having  no 
words  wherewith  either  to  excuse  himself  or  to  express 
the  feelings  of  woe  and  despair  with  which  he  is  over- 
whelmed. Now,  on  any  attempt  being  made  to  convince 
him  of  his  mistake,  or  to  disturb  him  from  his  false 
security,  or  to  disabuse  him  of  his  vain  hopes,  he  has  a 
thousand  pretences  or  excuses  to  plead.  But  then  all 
his  pretences,  and  all  his  excuses,  will  be  silenced  for 
ever :  His  "  hope  will  be  as  the  giving  up  of  the  Ghost ". 
Job  xi,  20.  The  memory  of  all  his  fancied  and  fallacious 
goodness  will  not  supply  him  with  one  word  in  his 
defence.  And  it  will  be  too  late  for  him  to  apply  for 
mercy  when  judgment  is  taking  effect.  Thus  his  mouth 
will  be  stopped :  He  will  be  speechless  ! — And 

2.  Besides  his  conviction  and  exposure,  there  will  be 
his  punishment.  "  Bind  him  hand  and  foot,  and  take 
him  away,  and  cast  him  into  outer  darkness ;  there  shall 
be  weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth'"':  A  fit  representation 
this  of  the  indignation  and  wrath  to  be  one  day  executed 
on  every  unsanctified  professor  of  religion.  Not  only 
will  he  be  excluded  from  the  eternal  blessedness  to 
which  he  has  presumed  himself  to  be  entitled ;  but  be 
consigned  to  a  state  of  unutterable  and  endless  torment. 
He  will  be  *'  bound  hand  and  foot ",  so  to  speak, 
signifying  the  impossibility  either  of  escape  or  reform. 
From  the  very  gates  of  heaven,  and  from  the  nearest 
view  of  the  celestial  felicity,  he  will  be  "  taken  away  ": 
And,  instead  of  entering,  with  the  company  to  which 
he  thought  himself  to  belong,  into  the  joy  of  the  Lord, 
he  will  be  cast  into  that  place  of  torment,  that  "outer 
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darlmess  ",  where  shall  be  "  weeping  and  gnashing  of 
teeth^';  the  "  everlasting  fire  prepared  for  the  devil  and 
his  angels;  where  the  worm  dieth  not,  and  the  fire  is  not 
quenched".  Such  is  the  language  in  which  the  Holy 
Spirit  has  thought  proper  to  describe  the  misery  of  a 
future  state :  And,  whatever  may  be  the  precise  nature 
of  the  punishment  thus  represented,  two  things  re- 
specting it  appear  certain  : — It  will  be  unutterable  — 
signified  by  "  weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth ";  and  it 
will  be  eternal. 

And  now,  my  dear  Brethren,  need  I  add  any  thing 
to  the  exposition  of  this  parable  to  convince  you  how 
unspeakably  important  it  is  for  us  to  enquire,  each  one 
for  himself,  whether  we  are  possessed  of  that  peculiar 
qualification,  that  meetness  for  heaven,  which  is  re- 
presented to  us  under  the  similitude  of  the  "  wedding 
garment",  and  without  which  no  one  can  ever  be 
admitted  to  the  mansions  of  everlasting  bliss.  No  pro- 
fession of  religion;  no  knowledge  of  its  truths;  no  moral 
virtues;  no  natural  amiableness  of  character;  no  outside 
pretence  and  affectation  of  piety ;  no  other  form  of 
character,  how  beautiful  and  admirable  soever  it  may  be 
in  the  sight  of  men,  will  serve  as  a  substitute  for  the 
^^  wedding  garment ";  for  that  peculiar,  that  renewed, 
state  of  heart ;  that  renewal  of  the  soul  after  God,  in 
righteousness  and  true  holiness,  by  which  his  people 
are  distinguished  in  His  sight.  It  is  nothing  to  the 
purpose  what  we  are  in  the  sight  of  our  fellow-christians. 
We  are,  indeed,  to  let  our  light  shine  before  men,  that  they 
seeing  our  good  works  may  glorify  our  Father  which  is  in 
heaven:  And  where  the  true  light  shines  within,  it  cannot 
but  shine  outwardly  too,  without  any  effort  on  our  part. 
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But  appearances  are  very  deceptive ;  and  charity  obliges 
us  to  put  the  most  favorable,  and  therefore  fallible, 
construction  on  them.  The  great  question  is,  What  are 
we  in  the  sight  of  God?  Are  we,  in  his  sight,  so  minded 
as  he  requires  us  to  be  by  the  express  demands  of  his 
word  ?  Are  we  unfeignedly  humbled  before  him  under 
a  conviction  of  our  own  sinfulness  ?  Do  all  our  hopes 
of  pardon  and  acceptance  with  him  rest  on  the  merits 
and  satisfaction  of  our  Saviour  Christ  ?  Have  we 
an  inbred  abhorrence  and  detestation  of  sin  ?  Have  we 
"crucified  the  flesh  with  the  affections  and  lusts?"  Are 
we  not  only  "  not  conformed  to  this  world",  but  '^Hrans- 
Jormed  by  the  reneiving  of  our  minds  ",  so  as  to  ^'' prove" , 
that  is,  to  understand  by  experience,  '^what  is  that 
good,  and  acceptable,  and  perfect  ivill  of  God  ",  which 
relates  to  our  sanctification ?  Rom.  xii,  2.  1  Thess.  iv,  3. 
Do  we  "delight  in  the  law  of  God  after  the  inner  man, 
and  follow  after  holiness  ",  regarding  it  as  the  life,  and 
beauty,  and  glory  of  the  soul  ?  Ah !  my  dear  Brethren, 
it  is  no  difficult  thing  to  maintain  a  religious  reputation: 
Charity  one  toward  another  will  help  most  of  us  to  that. 
But  "the  king",  let  us  remember,  with  whom  we 
have  to  do,  and  in  whose  presence  we  have  to  appear, 
is  one  who  looks  "not  on  the  outward  appearance,  but 
on  the  heart".  What,  then,  is  the  safest  course  to  take 
in  this  matter?  It  is  to  be  before-hand  with  the  great 
King's  final  judgment  of  us,  by  presenting  ourselves 
at  his  foot-stool,  and  imploring  of  Him  to  judge  and 
examine  us  now,  and  to  teach  us  to  judge  ourselves, 
that  we  may  be  made  to  know,  now,  while  the  dis- 
covery may  be  of  use  to  us,  what  manner  of  persons  we 
really  are;  and  thus  be  preserved  from  the  delusive 
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confidence^  and  the  dreadful  doom,  of  whicli  sucli  art 
instructive  and  awful  example  is  given  us  in  the  parable 
which  has  been  the  subject  of  our  present  meditation. 
And,  for  such  a  purpose,  what  words  can  be  so  suitable 
as  those  which  have  been  provided  for  our  use  by  the 
Holy  Spirit, — "  Examine  me,  0  Lord,  and  prove  me ; 
try  my  reins  and  my  heart ".  "  Search  me,  0  God,  and 
know  my  heart;  try  me  and  know  my  thoughts;  And  see 
if  there  be  any  wicked  way  in  me,  and  lead  me  in  the  way 
everlasting".     Psalm  xxvi,  2.     cxxxix,  23,  25. 

May  God  the  Holy  Spirit  apply  this  subject  to  the 
conscience  of  every  one  present.  May  he  now  convict 
and  expose  to  his  own  view  every  defective  character 
amongst  us.  And  may  He,  of  His  infinite  grace  and 
mercy,  grant  to  all  of  us  that,  professing  ourselves 
christians  as  we  do,  assembled  as  we  all  are  in  the  guest- 
chamber  of  the  church  on  earth,  we  may  so  apparel 
ourselves,  and  adorn  the  doctrine  of  our  God  and 
Saviour  in  the  wedding  garment  of  true  holiness,  that, 
at  the  last,  we  may  be  found  an  acceptable  people  in  His 
sight,  and  be  accounted  worthy,  through  his  merits  and 
mediation,  to  sit  down  at  His  marriage  supper.    Amen! 
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